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VV [HEN we rele how often the . aig Freed! 
| holders of Dublin have been convened; humbly to HOT. 
their Grievances to Parſiament=——how often they have ſo- 
licited the enaction of good, and the repeal of bad Laws 

' how often, for ſucceſſive ears, they have Pane againſt 
the obnoxious and unconſtitutional Police Act, and how of- 
1 ten all theſe applications have been treated "with the moſt” 
perfect contumacy and contempt. When theſe facts are 
brought to recolſection, is there an Honeſt Man will ſay, 
# | that the Houſe of Commons have the ſmalleſt reſpeR for the 
| People, or believe themſelves their Legitimate bs. 
tives? The fact is, that the great Majority of that 
FHouſe, conſider themſelves as the Repreſentatives of their 

5 own Money, or the hired ſervants of the Engliſh Govern- 
muten, Whoſe Minister here, is appointed for the ſole purpoſe | 
: of dealing out C rru _ them——at the i 7 52 
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This wing 4 8 it „ ee that ſuch Miniſter | 
\# 


is not on 


of Ireland. To elucidate which aſſertion, it is only neceſlary 


to aſk, whether a ſingle queſtion in favour of this oppreſſed : 
Nation can be carried without #1s Conſent ?——and whe- - 


ther any meaſure, * in icaly! may not thtou HI 
influence be effected? hy 1 F gh * 


Ix this ſlate of abject Slavery, no 3 remains for us, 
but in the ſincere and hearty Union of All the People, for a 

compleat and radical reform &* Parliament; becauſe it is ob- 
vious, that one Party. alone have been ever unable to obtain a 
ſingle Bleſſing for their Country; and the Policy. of our 
| Rulers has been alwa ays ſuch, as to keep the different Sects at 
variance, in which they have been but too wel ſeconded by 


our own folly. 


I Ly: the attamment ou of this great 8 imponent d“ 


or the removal of abſurd and ruinous diſtinctions and 
promoting a complete Conlition of the People—a Club 
_ tap deen formed, compoſed of all Religious Perſuaſions, who 
have adopted for «their Name, THE SOCIETY OF 
UNITED IRISHMEN OF DUBLIN, —and have Ow as 


their 


i "DECLARATION. 


That of 2 ſimilar 5 in \Burea AS Ty which i is 45 TY 
lows: - 3 
* In the preſent e Fra of cfm; when nu 6 
vernments are ling 6 i ever quarter of Europe; When re- 
ligious perſecution. is ed to abjure her tyranny over 
conſcience; when. the Rigtits of * are aſcertained in the- 


ors and that theory ſubſtantiated. by practice; when anti- | 


quity can no longer defend abſurd and & 5g forms againſt || 
the common ſenſe and common intereſts of mankind; When 
all Government is acknowledged to originate from the Peo- 

ple, and to be ſo far only obligatory as it protects their rights 
4355 promotes their welfare ; We think it our duty, as Iriſh» 
men, to come forward, and ſtate what we feel to be our 


heavy eee and what We know, fo be its aue! re- 


medy. 
We HAVE No 8 eee eee e 


nel by r the s ſervants of —— — 4 


28 


the repreſentative of the Engliſh Views againſt | 
this Country, but is alſo T he ſale Repreſentative of . Fe, 


— 


. 


e G3 » 
jeſt the intereſt of ariother country 3 whoſe n is 
8 tion z whoſe ſtrength is the weakneſs of Ireſand : a 
: theſe-men. have the whole of the power and patronage of. the 
Country, as means to ſeduce and fubdus the honeſty and the 
ſpirit of her Repreſentatiues in the N e Such an ex- 
: — eee with _ * art dire tion we 
frequently. oppaſite to the true line gf our obvious intereſts, - 
Jun be, reſiſted. with effeR folely. by 9 92 105 in . 155 
Jhixit in the People; qualities whi RL POR: De Oe . 
Rally. Wee and efficacioully,. hy that great 
ture eſlential ie the wl-38 the proſyerity and freedom. of, Jre! FR 
UA TATION AF . . E. PI 
FIE PARLIAMENT... nol putt at 
„ Joy „ Wi do not here mention as ieee the. rejeRionif 
| a Place-Bill, of a Penſion Bill, of a Reſponſibility Bill; the 
ſale of Peerages in one Houle; the corruption publickly 
_ avawed: in the other; nor the notorious RT of. Borough 
_ traffic between bath; not that we are inſenſiblę of their 10 5 
mity, but that we conſider them as hut ſyrapte | 
maftal diſeaſe, which cotrodes the vitals of our e 
and leaves to the People ip their awn Government. Bap f 
ſhadow of à name. 70 7% Tore > Tr ine 5 
Ip RESSED with theſe fentirhents \ we Raves agreed to OY 
an Aſſociation, to becalled, THE SOCIETY OF UNITED 
_ IRISHMEN: and we "Jo" pledge ourſelves to our Country, 
and mutually to each other, that we will ſteadily ſupport and 
_ endeavour by all que e to FRO into « effeQ ihe follow 
1 reſolutions; 12 1 
* I, ResoLven, 1125 the the weight 2 Englifh OW” 
In the Goyernment of th is Cauntr fo great as 5 re 5 | 
A Cordial Union. 4700s ALL THE PEOPLE O ER 
LAND, to key ugh 3 balance which is ent tot 
pfreſeryation of our Labefties, and the extenſion of c =o Corp 
merce. OE | 
< Il, Trax the ſole. conftitytignal made by x which, ich this 
influence can he oppoſed, is. by a e leat and radical The 


8 


2 of the Repreſentation of the People in Parliament. N 
„ 'Tyar no Reform is practicaple, eſßcacious, r juft 
which ſhall not mes: reve of ery Wen Fer- 


ſuaſion. 


By ny” * Sarrorrnn 


a4 15 Sd as we are, that the inteſtine diviſions mong 


PTY „„ 


i have too often given encouragement and im unity 


to audacious and corrupt adminiſtrations, in meaſures,” "which, 


but for theſe diviſions they durſt not have attempted, we 


litical Faith. - e e 


* WI bes 8 6 to „let we conceive to be Geer * | 
| the evil; we have ſtated what we conceive to be * 


. 


2 Tur People When thus colleQed ll | fret 1 heli own - 
5 and ſecure that power which theory has already ad- 
mitted as their portion, and to which if they be not arouſed 
_by their preſent provocations to vindicate be! m_ deſerve to 


| forfeit their pretenſſons FOR EVER” - | 
. e d NAPPER TANDY, \ er 


1 45 8 
3 


. A. B. in the pe Fg God, do pledge « mal 7 | 


my. country, that I will uſe all my abilities and influence, in the 


attainment of an impartial and adequate repreſentation of the 
Iriſh Nation i in Parliament. And as a means of abſolute and im- 


mediate neceſſity in tie eftabliſhment of this "Chief Good Tre- 


land, I will endeavour, as much as lies in my ability, to for- 
Jard Brotherhood of aHfection, an identity of intereſts, a com- 
munion of rights, and an union of power among Iriſhmen' of all 


religious perſuaſions ; without which every reſorm in parliament 
muſt be partial, not national » inadequate to the wants, deluſive to 


the wiſber, and e 0 the pom and . A. this 
: 41 


— A, * K - 
? # 4 x l "14 Z ; 8 3 - 
1 ; I 1 4 * > 4 ö 1 1 
: e 
* t : 3 
: 5 . 
6 — 
| | 8 ? , 1 
7 * 5 E. J 
x 4 E 2 A by 
i 4 . ts 1 5 79 
4 52 8 2 p 
. I ' 
- 
; 


ſubmit our W to oy, DR ang baſis of: out” ro 5 


e rao Ta " FEBRUARY. 25, 1792 
ARCHIBALD! HAMILTON. ROWAN, hat 
* Sd * n 1 Lup the Chairs z e 5 5 


. 1 The Honourable Simon Butler having heed from moves 1 . 


Perſonal delicacy, requeſted to Tor it. 1 


- -ReSOLVED un ANIMOUSLY, TE SULTS 
Wd Tur the &cercife of undefined privilege f is" 25 PO 
gerous to the Liberty of the Subject, as the exerciſe of 
- - unlimited/prerogative, and equally unrecognized by _ | 
ke ſpirit of the Laws and Conſtitution 


5 u. Trnar having aſſociated for the attainment. of rear 


3 national obje cta, and to promote union among Th 
of all bogey rſuafions, this Society i is entitled to 
the reſpe which * of ſuch ITN natu- 
. by os 2150p claim. TE 
1! THAT an infolent menace looks! been publicly * 


„ e deſire to meet any conſtitutional inquiry into our prin- 
* | A 55 1 and conduct; and reſerving for that occaſion the 
juſtification of our actions, we reſign to merited con- 
tempt, the ſcorn We Hallen, or the ſcoff of 1 80 | 
cipled venal iv. 
IV. Tarar Five Thouſand Canies of our Ke and 
Circular Letter, with theſe Reſolutions, be printed and 
| Aifhibured by our Committee of een, 5 


1 order of the Society, Hes 


ee FLEE "THEOBALD: WOLFB TONE 
„„ e 3 Her. | 
. | 1 SOCIETY 
e p a; ; f 
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Y "1 
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N 
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out, reſpeRing this Society, We think it incumbent on 
us to declare that we do not ſhrink from, but anxiouſly | 


— — — 
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)))) WIC Wo Oe 
The Hon. SIMON BUILER in the Chair, 
| The following Leiter was read. from the Chair. 
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FER I HAVE requeſt that you will be ſo good as to lay the 
following Circumſtances before the Soeiety of United Iriſh_ 
men, as the Cauſe, of my Abſence ſrom that mol} reſpect 


On the 22d Day of Feb. laſt, a Complaint having been 
made to the Houſe of Commons by one of its Members, of 

2 Breach of Privilege committed by me, the Houſe, without 
1 fummoning me to anſwer the Complaint, ordered that I ſhould | 
1 he immediately taken into Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, 
. and brought forthwith to the Bar of the Houſe. The Ser- 
1 | jeant at Arms informed the Houſe, that he had diſpatched 
three of the Meſſengers attending the Houſe to execute the 
i= Order for taking me into his Cultody ; one of whom being 
4} | brought to the Bar, informed the Houſe, that he went to the 
Ei. Hcuſe of Mr. James Tandy, in Chancery-lane, where he 
g 6 | arreſted me, and mewed me the Warrant and his Autho- 
1 8 rity; that I went into a Parlour, as if for my Hat, but ſhut 


\ -- 


= the Door, and made my Eſcape, as he ſuppoſed, through a 
43 Window. The Houfe then reſolved, that I, having been 
1 arreſted by a Warrant from Mr. Speaker, iſſued by the Or- 
deer of the Houſe, and having made my Eſcape from the Of. | 
18  ticer of the Houſe who arreſted me, was guilty of a gross 
7 Violation of the Privileges of the Houſe, and reſolved, that an ; | 
. humble Addreſs be preſented to the Lord Lieutenant, that he 
wonld be graciouſly pleaſed to direct, that a Proclamation 
might iſſue for apprehending me, with a Promiſe of Reward 
bt ſor the fame; and that ſaid Addreſs be forthwith preſented to 
5 mme Lord Lieutenant by ſuch Members of the Houſe as were 
1 of his Majeſty's Moſt Hon. Privy Council. The Addreſs 
having been accordingly preſented by the Houſe to the Lord 


% 


Lieutenant, « Proclamation was inflantly iſſued by the Lord 
Lieutenant and Council for apprehending me, with 2 Prone 
of Reward for the ſame. The Proclamation recites the infor= 
mation given to the Houſe by the Serjeant at Arms and Me- 
ſenger, and the Reſolution of the Houſe, ſubſequent to the 
ſame, but does. not ſet forth the original Complaint, or he 
immediate Order in Conſequence thereof; but directs tha 
Perſon who ſhould apprehend me, to carry me before ſome 
of the Juſtices of the Peace, or Chief Magiſtrates of the. 
County, Town, er Place where 1 ſhould be apprehended, 
_ whoarereſpeQiively required to ſecure me, and thereof give. 
| 1 Notice to the Speaker of the Houſe, the Serjeant at 
= | rms attending ſaid Houſe, and to the Clerk of the Council, 
8 to the End that 1 might be forthcoming to be dealt with or 
proceeded againſt according to Law; and for Prevention of 
=y Eſcape into Parts beyond Seas, it commands all Officers _ 
ot t 
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ff the Cuſtoms, and other Officers and Subjects, of and in 
the reſpective Ports and maritime Towns and Places within 
the Kingdom, to be careful and diligent in the Examination 
of all Perſons that ſhall paſs or endeavour to paſs beyond the 
Seas; and it alſo ſtrialy commands all Perſons, as they will 
anſwer the contrary at their Perils, not any ways to conceal, 
but to diſcover me, to the End that I may be ſecured, 
„„ 4 have, the Honour be 
Voery truly and. fincerelyt. wen . 
i March 26, 1792. JAMES NAPPER TANDY;z 
| P. S. I encloſe you the Proclamation and Votes. 


 ' Society of United Iriſb n. 


| The foregoing/Letter was ordered to be entered on be 


. ER "ICY 


* 


RNeſolved, unanimouſly, That the Power aſſumed by the 
; Houſe of Commons to order the Serjeant at Arms to take into 
-| — Cultody a SubjeQtof this Realm, not a Member of that Houſe. 
upon a Complaint made by one of its Members of a Breachof . _ 


- ; . 
— | 3 
8 N 


3 


4026 LID" — wed, 9 


K 


it 1 a for that FTP. 


Tas: Letter i 18 ce to Ee fn: the ger dere 


5 1 e 
| Privilepe, 2 "REN ſummoning. the. Party Api MER 


1 1 Complaint, Is pers ** the, Ons of. a. 


Reſolved, As. That the Proclamation iſued i in 
this Caſe is not warranted by La-. e 
© Reſolved, unanimouſſy, That the Liberty of the Subjest! is 
osten in the Perſon of Mr. Tandy, that his Cauſe muſt now 


be conſidered as that of the Public, Ut brought forward to re- 
ceive a judicial Deciſion. e 


' Reſolved, unanimouſly, That a eee of Secrecy he - 55 


appointed to carry the lait mentioned Reſolution into Effect, 
and impowered to draw upon the 1 reaſurer for ſuch pa as. 

Signed by Order? 8 5 os | Ge 8 
EO WOLFE. 1 ONE, r See. 
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socirry or UN TED IRISHMEN OF — 


nt Hon. SIN ON Burrzx IN THE CHAIR, 


RzzoLyzD, UNANIMOUSLY, & hat the following Gele 
Letter, reported by our, Cp mmitt ce LY e . 
adopted and 155 "_ 


*. 
* ? 


Committee of the Society of United Triſhmen in Dublin. _ 
We annex the Declaration of Political Principles Which 

we have ſubſcribed, and the Teſt which we have taken, as 

a ſocial and ſacred compact to bind us more cloſely y toge- 

mer 

The object of this Indicurion is to make an Tinted Sets. 
of the Iriſh Nation; to make all Ir iſhmen—Citizens;—' 

7 Citizens—lriſhmen; nothing appearing to us more na- 


tural at all times, and at this criſis of Europe more ſeaſon- : 
able, than that thoſe. who have common-intereſts, and com- 
mon enemies, . who. ſuffer common wrongs,. and lay claim 


to e ee ſhould know hg Se . ſhould act 
f + | FAS a 5 „ eee „ 


'S- 


$4. 


1 e + Y * - 
4 


together. | In our opinion ignorar 


diſcotd, which has ſo long deprived. lrihmen, not yer of 


common ber 
hitherto been a peace on the principles and with the <onſe- 


the bleflings of well re 8 Þ government, but even the 
fits of civi ſociety. Peace i in this Iſland has 


quences of civil war. For a century paſt there his indeed 
been tranquility, but to moſt of our dear countrymen it has 


been the tranquility of a dungeon; and if the land Ras lately 


| A the malignant influence of a miſerable adminiſtration. 


Proſpered, it has been owing to the goodneſs of Providence, 


and the ſtrong efforts of Human Nature reſiſting and over- 


'To reſiſt this influence, which rules by diſcord, and em- 


a 1 by ſyſtem, it is vain to act as individuals or as par- 


ties; —It becomes neceſſary by an union of minds, and a 


| knowledge of each other, to will and to act as a nation. To. 
know each other is to know ourſelves—the weakneſs of one 
and the ſtrength of many. Union, therefore, 1 is E he 
| is wiſdom it mult prove liberty. 5 


— 


Our deſign, therefore, in forming this Society, is to ue 
an example, Which, when well followed, muſt collect the 


public will, and concentrate the public power, into one fo- 


— 


lid maſs; the effe cts of which once put in motion, muſt 
be rapid, momentous, and conſequential. 

In thus aſſociating we have yy e little about our e 
tors much of our poſterity. e we for ever to walk like 
beaſts of prey, over fields hich theſe anceſtors ſtained with - 
blood? In looking back, we ſee nothing on the one part but 
ſavgge force ſucceeded by ſavage policy; on the other, an 


unfortunate nation . ſcattered and peeled, meted out hy 


trodden down !”” We ſee a mutual intolerance, and à o mmm 


carnage of the firſt moral emotions of the heart, which lead 
us to eſteem and place confidence in our fellow creatures. 


5 We ſee this, and are ſilent. But we gladly look forward to 


brighter pr oſpects—tio a People united in the fellowſhip * 


freedom to a Parliament the expreſs i image of that People 
to a proſperity eſtabliſhed on civil, political, and On 


| Liberty—=to a peace—not the gloomy and precarious ſtillneſs 
of men brooding over their wrongs, but that ſtable tranqui- 


lity which reſts on the rights of human nature, and leans on 
the arms by which theſe rights are to be maintained.” _ 
Our principal rule of conduct has been, to attend to 8 


331 in which we agree, to exclude from our Ns 


. thoſe 1 in which we differ. We agree in knowing, what are 
our rights, and in daring to aſſert them. If the rights ot 


os Meh 2 . to "ROS: we eare in this 2 of one regen. 
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| creat] of civil Faith i is the ſame. - We. agree in ks 
| Net pee is not an indivi l among our millions, whoſe 

: Happineſs c can be eſtabliſhed 9 on any foundation ſo rational and 
Jo ſolid, as on the 5 b. arge of the whole, co community We 
Agree, therefore, in the neceſſity of giving, Political value 
and flation to the great majority of the and we think 
1 that whoever defires an amended N without 1 in- 

Auding the great body of the people, muſt on his own prin- 

© eiples be convicted of political perſecution, and political mo- 

nopoly. If the preſent eleQors be themſelves a morbid part 

of our conſtitution, where are we to recur for redreſs but to 
the whole community? A more unjuſt and abſurd conſti- 
eution cannot be deviſed, than that which condemns the na- 
1 tives of a oountry to perpetval fervitude, under the atbi- 
Lt trary dominion of ſtrangers and ſlaves.” : 
BY | We agree in thinking, that the firſt and moſt indiſpenſible 7 
| | condition of che laws in a Free ſtate, is the aſſent of thoſe 

; | whoſe obedience they require, and for 'whoſe. benefit only 

bey are deſigned. Without, therefore, an impartial and 
adequate Reprefentation of the community, We agree in de- 
claring, We can have no Conſtitution no Country- no 
Ireland. Without this, our late revolution we declare to be 
fallacious and ideal; a thing much talked of, bot neither felt 
nor ſeen. The aQ of Iriſh Sovereignty has heen merely toſſed 
out of the Engliſh Houſes into the Cabinet of the Miniſter; 

- and nothing remains to the People, who of right are every 
.thing, but a ſervile Majeſty. and a ragged Independence. 
We call moſt earneſtly. on ever) great and good Man, 

Who at the late æra ſpoke or acted for his Country, to con- 
ſider leſs of what was done than of what there remains to do. 
We call upon their ſenatorial wifdom to conſider the mon- 
ſtrous and immeaſurable diſtance which 1 1 in this 
iſland, the tanks of ſocial life, makes labour ineffeQual, 
taxation unproductive, and divides the nation into petty. def 

potiſm and public miſery. We call upon their tutelar ge- 
nius, to remember, that government is inſtituted to remedy, 
not to render more grievous; the natural inequality of man- 
kind, and that unleſs the rights of the whole cor y bo 

| aſſerted, anarchy (we cannot call it government) muſt con- 
tinue to prevail, where the ſtrong tyrannize, the rich op- ä 

-* Preſs, and the maſs are brayed- i in a mortar. We call upon 15 

them, therefore, to build their we GH 8 Al ng their actions . 

75 on the broad platform of general goalpowhich mul | 
a. _—ckim againft the. rights of nature beige 1 w 5 
ee and the N 5 e Ny t 
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Fu 


ration: H vou raiſe up a prone. people, ler it pot be metei f 
to 'their- Ktese. et the nation ſtand, Then” will it xt 
away the bad habit of ſervitude, which has 1 Kit 

oose, ignorance, an extinAion. af our faculties, an Ab lt 


— 


donment of our very nature. Then wilf every fight ob, 
tained, every franthiſe exerciſed, prove. a ſeed of ſobriety, 
induſtry, and regard to character, and the, manners of the 
People will be formed on the model of their free conftitjitlon, , 

11 This rapid'expoſition of our principles, our obje&, af 
Hur rule 5 


our rule of candle, muſt naturally ſuggeſt the it of 
tiplying ſimilar Societies, and the propriety of addrefſip 
ſuch a deſire to you. Is it neceſſary for us to requeff, that _- 
you will hold out your Hand, and open your heart to-your | 
Countryman,  Townſman, Neighbour? —Can you form a 
hope for political redemption, and by: political-penalties; or 
civil excommunications,. withheld the Rights of Nature from 
| your Brother? We beſeech you to rally all the Friends of 
| Liberty w thin yqur circle. rund a Society of this kind as a 
centre. Pra together your beſt and braveſt thoughts, your 
beſt and braveſt men. You will experience, as we have 
done, that theſe Points of Union will quickly attract num- 
bers, while the aſſemblage of e ee aQing in con- 
cert, moving as one body, with one impulſe and one direc- - 
tion, will, in no long time, become not parts of the nation, 1 
but the nation itſelf; ſpeaking with its voice, expreſſing its 
will, refiſtlefs in its power, We again entreat you to. ge 
around for Men fit to form thoſe ſtable Supports on whick 
Trelend may reſt the Lever of Liberty. If there be büt Ten, | 
take thoſe Nen. If there be but Two, take thoſe To; 
and rruft with confidence to the ſincerity of your inteſſtion. 
the juice of your cauſe, and.the ſupport of your Country: 
Iwo objects intereſt the Nation A Plan of Reprefenta- _ 
tion, and the means of accompliſhing it.—-Thefe Societies 
will be a moſt powerful means. But a popular Plan would _ 
aſe be x means for its own ,accompliffiment. We dare, 
therefore, to requeſt, that you will fivovr ub with your | 
ideas refpeQing the Plan which appears 19 yol melt eis le. 
and praQticable; on the preſent more enlarged” and liberal 
OO principles weh kQuate the Pidpler at the fame time giving 
Jour ſentiments upon our National Coalition, on the means 
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| of promoting it and on the el en ate and cee? 
the county or town where you reſide,” We know what res. |, | 
fiſtance will be made to your patriotic efforts by thoſe uo 
triumph in the difunion „ their Country. 
The greater the neceſſity for reform, the greater probab i 1 
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will be the reſiſtance. We know that there is moth Tile 


that requires heing brought into maſs, as well as much maſſy 


body that muſt be refine? into ſpirit. We have many ene- 
mies, and no enemy is contemptible> . We do not deſpiſe 
the enemies of the Union, the Liberty and the Peace of 


Ireland, but we are not of à nature, nor have we encou- 
raged the habit of fearing any Man, or any Body of Men, 


in an. honeſt and honourable cauſe. In great undertakings, 


like the preſent, we declare, that we have found it always 
more difficult to attempt, than to accompliſh... The People 
of Ireland muſt 2 all, that 1 * if TRY at Ames 
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5 1745 pranigonsLy AGREED, TO/FROM, TH3s SOCIETY. 


e THE NATION. 


W. E obſerve with concern and. indignation. Wi Ando | 
means. employed to ſtiſſe the Catholic Voice in its humble 


frepreſentation of the Grievances which afflict the people, 
and of the remedy ſpecified to redreſs them. We lament 


that men of any pretentions io common ſenſe and public ſpi- 
rit ſhould have been blindly. ſeduced into the publication of 
the moſt flagrant abſurdities, calumnies, and lib. bels, againſt 
the moſt oppreſſed, atjent, and numerous deſcription of 


our Fellow Citizens. That ſuch” publications ſhould have 
iſſued from the Grand- Jury-Room cannot be matter of ſur- 


prize. Since the nomination of Sheriffs bas been transferred | 
from the people to the Crown, Grand Juxies, which are re- 
turnable by theſe officers, hay loſt their original character of 


Independence, and are- now. notoriouſly ſubordinate to Ariſ- 


tocratie Intrigue and Miniſterial Corruption. | As therefore 
theſe ancient bodies, "which ſhould be the ſacred Organs of 
"Truth, as well zs the Guardians of the Conftivution, have 
in this inſtance degenerated into inſtruments of prejudice and 
„ * ! it a N which we ove to public 
* 8 e fate 5 
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5 zal as: 5 well 48 to our country, 5 froin; the ajuſt 
| ee of a lew dul nend 0088.10; the Tribunal of xrativnal- 
ation. 

000000000 8 
the Catholic perſuaſion, without authority ſrom the body at 
large, were, in the coueſe of laſt Sefl 
meaſure of Preſenting an eleemgſynary 

5 Mont, and this vas crafiyl * made the vehicle of foms: obſcure 


and ill: founded cenſure upon the conſtitutional conduct oſ the 


Catholic Committee. he embarraſſment occaſioned by 


„ cajoled: into the 
Addreſs to Govern-- 


4 
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this ſtale artifice determined the: Committee to obtain an un- 


equivocal expreſſion. of the Cathelic ſentiment; and with 


this view they printed, pulyiſhed, and circulated throughaut 


Ireland ſeveral thouſand copies of a Letter, ſubmitting to the 


Catholic people a Han fot .clefting/Delegates to the Seneral 


Committee: à Plan at once the maſt ſimple, orderly, and 


1 | the be calculated for framing an unqueſtionable örgan of 


public opinion. The Leiter ſolicits. the attendance of Nele- 


gates appointed for the expreſs purpoſe and with-the expreſs 

_ inſtruction of 1MPLORING and SUPPLIC ATING from the 
Legiſlature and the Sovereign a participation in the Elective 
Franchiſe and the benefit of the Trial by Jury. lt ĩs worthy 


of remark, that this Letter i is utterly: ſilent upon the ground 


of conſtitutional right, and neyer ſtates this application as in- 
tended to þe made upon any other-principle' than as a neceſs 
ſary means of ſecuring. to the Catholics an equal acceſs to 


Leaſehold Property and a fair Diſtribution of Juſtice. Upon 

this proceeding, ſo ſimple; and ſo qhviouſſy conformable to 
the fundamental principles of. Law and Conftitution, Petti- 
fogging Chicane, ſitting in council with Bigotry and Non- 


ſenſe, having ingeniouſly diſcovered that the Letter was cireu- 
Jated with great ſecrecy, pronouncęs the publicayon- to be of- 


a moſt dangerous, ſeditious, and inflammatory -tendency— 
the phantom of à Popiſh Cengrefs is raifed—th ſcare-crow © 
image of 4 French National. Aſſembly: i 18 conjured up— the 


viſion of a Gun-powder plot appears—and. the ſuppliant 


Committee of an enſlayed people is ideptified with Sovereign. 


Legiſlative Bodies. | 
Weray 5: enflayed?, FIT it will a be dhe chat ry peo- 
ple are enflaved, Who being excluded from all ſhare in the 


Legiſlature of their country, are nevertheleſs ſubject to = 


Is ws and Taxes impoſed on them without-their conſent — 


te Law to bind all muſt be aſſented to by all. Alt is not in | 5 


a ſyſtem of extirpation by, penal laws— it is in the flee agen 
n the W ORE we are to ſcek for true and permas 
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man who ſays that a political eonſtitution bern , 2 
penal laws, may ſay that the 8 canſtitution can be Bou 
riſhed by the uſe of flow poiſon- t ES 


poly, that jealous hoſtility to the- general happineſs, which 


nig 1aidenial. - This would be a falſe as well 252, 
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Where ſo fmall a portion of ſo lange a . exerciſes? the 


© EleRtive Franchiſe,, and a decided majority of that firiall-por» 
tion forms the noterieus property of à venal Ariſtocfaey, 
we conſider the Elective Body ot the people as nothing core 100 


than the ſemblance of a W Species of Corporation 3 
Hence, that political Ignorance, that ſelfiſh ſpirit of mono- 


muſt ever characteriſe theſe avaricious retailers of freedom; - 


have alſo eh a 2 n of. the peter an Ge, of 8 
the nation. n 


e —— we has; at all priced, ry; bu, ne 
nr CaTHatics PREFER. - THEIR col EA ere IN A 


6 ILE Or DEMAND uch language could not have been "+ 


uttered i in a REE land; it is the inſolent dictation of de 


tiſm; its authors may with for fellow-ſlaves,. but we wiſh for 
| fellow-citizens. The Catholics have ever addreſſed the Le- 


giſlature with due reſpe t; their ſubmiſſive conduct is too 


unqueſtionable: but in our mind they only ſhew'themfelves 


wanky of their rights, when they reclaim them. 
Is it meant to deny them the right of petitioning W e 
queſtion their right of meeting peaceably for that purpoſe 


ſcheveus doctrine; ſor it would neceſſari r thre 
ubject upon the alternative of violence. He můſt ei 
ror reſiſt ;—and of courſe he muſt ſilently: ſink under 


| Defpotiſm or break out into Anarchy. When the Innocent 
are pnniſhed by law, the ſeverity of Negro-fervitude alone 
| could preclude them from the right of petitioning, 


If the charges made againſt the Catholic Committee were 


I founded in truth, Grand Juties, under the obligations of + 
their bath and public ſtation, ſhould hade preſented them 
if falſe, then have Grand Juries been guilty of defamatory bels. 


What ſecurity do we requiie of 18 Catholic bretfren? 


; e miſtruſt has not yet deviſed a teſt; which they 
Have not cheerfully taken. They diſelaim all thoſe abomin- - 


able principles ne ALY oed government which have 
been falſely imputed: to them by 7 thoſe whoſe monopoly was 
feſtained by the diviſions of their country.” "They 4 


their ſuppoft of the | church ''eftgbliſ-ment. They are'even 


Willing do worſhip, that new born chimera, the Preteſtant 


7 


Aſeendancy, n the 9 Wot may be appeaſed 
. a 5 


3 


5 08 the ſacrifice of the. Elective Franchiſe and the Tri. 
by Jury. Popery is no longer to be met with, but in the 
ſtatute book. The Catholics ſtand/ before us as y0LLITICAL © 
' PROTEST ANTS, for they proteſt. againſt the errors of the _ _ 


State, and e to tar 
 Confiigution.. | "4 
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| the ee of. the 


Will the en 3 Sum: this upſtart Wy Ir "thei due; 


grity ol the Conſtitution, ſubmit their labours for its preſer- 
vation during ſome years paſt to a candid: and critical exami- 
nation? Short is the catalogue of. THEIR ſervices what 
has (ignaliaed their political career? What; but an uniform 
'  . exertiqn. to ſtifle all efforts for the eſtabliſhment of Iriſn 
1 freedom.—lndigpant at the odious review, and the treach- 


1 erous conſiſteney of their preſent conduct, we gladly. turn 


— 


THE SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN IN? Dun 


And deſtination of their reſpective inſtitutions; and acting 


of 'one, and we too are Cx riends 'of the Rate ns we e/be-aſked | 


2 * this party; ofto cht Perkalide andery, Lot 
pen but we lock around us without e or 1 ol | 
tiop, 'and we'anfwer, the multitude of human beings,” the 


diving aſs of MO weinte e to e and 5 
N erty : | be | 755 ; 15 if 


away tot acknowledge with pride, that the” virtuous founder 


af the Revolution of ,1782 is alſo che lender i in the Heat Pa- 


a triotic work of this day. it 


As for our part, W ee foo hs. 3 of wart: 


1 ansip and repreſentative Legiſlature, we cannot ſe- 
/ | Parate oy duty to our ceantry- fiom our duty to our coun- 
trymen. 'The,grievances- they ſuffer: are the grievances of 
the nation; the relief they ſolicit is the relief of the nation; 


and as the 'only true policy of ſtates as well as of individuals 
is Juſtice, we · eheriſh the grateful hope that the riſing ſpi- 
rit of en in liberal age is the harbinger of its peg 
Te SIGNED; SY: enn, 
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HON.\'SIMON..BUTLER CRY THE CHAIR. 


ADDRESS THE 


- FRIENDS oF THE PEOPLE AT LONDON. . 
La with the reſemblance in the title, gives 


under that fraternity of feeling, 'which ſuch a 'co-incidence 
naturally inſpires: The title which+you bear is a 8 
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ſocial authority, the meaſure of political amd and 85 pe- 


Ke of legitimate power. 


As friends of the People, optiolding- their rights, aud de- . | 


ploring their ſufferings, -the great object of this Soeiety 
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is a real repreſentation of the Iriſh Nation in an lriſſi Parli- 


ament; and as friends of the whole people, we ſupport the 
neceſſity of Catholic emancipation as a means of making re- 


of olle country be not obliged to obey the laws 
of another, on the ſame principle when the people reſident in 


a country, have no ſort' of influence over the legiſlature, 
that legiſſature will receive rather a diſcretional acquieſcence 
than ligitimate obedience; and as this diſci tional ſtate is 


Preſentation what jr ought to be, Free, Equal, and Entire. 
1 if (he-prophe ' 


dangerous, becauſe precarious, a change becomes neceſſary 


for the peace and happineſs of the nation, violence being 9 05 
| laſt meaſure to which rational beings will reſort. 


The preſent ſtate of Ireland with regard to een is 


noblemen and four biſhops, and borough influence has given 


landlords ſiich power in the counties as makes them boroughs 


neh of four millions, three of which are of the Catholic | 
Religion; and with regard to political freedom, . 
. The State of Proteſtant” repreſentation is as an "Is 

17 Boroughs have no reſident elector; 16 have but one; 16 
have from 2 to 5; 90 have 13 electors each; 90 perſons 
return for 106 venal boroughs, that is 212 members out of 

-300, the whole number. 54 Members are returned by. five 


/ 


alſo—ln ſhort, repreſentation, which in its nature is only a 


people, is totally perverted in its Principles. and corrupted i in 
its practice; yet the majeſty of the people is ſtill quoted with 


depoſit, has been converted into a property, and that conſti- 
tution which is founded on equal liberty, and which declares 
that no tax ſhall be levied without the good will” of the 


affected veneration; and if the crown be oſtenſibly placed on 


it is 5 with thorns. 


With regard'to the Catholics, the Loving is the ſim- | 
0 3 and: ſorrowful fact: Three millions, every one of whom | 
Has an intereſt in the ſtate, and collectively give it its value, 


apart of the Proteſtant portion, it is placed 1 in Aaron, for k 


are taxed-without being repreſented, and bound by laws to 


which they have not given conſent. They now require a 


ſhare of political liberty, in the participation af the elective 
Franchiſe, and of civil liberty in the privilege. of ſerving on 


Grand Juries. There can be no civil without olitical li- | : 
8 255 in * the x1 x n of COM PR in . | 
emand 


Ihe code of penal Laws againſt the Catholics reduced opprif- 
ſion into aſyſtem: The action and preſſure of this fem 
___ _eontinually- accumulating without any re- action on the part 
of the ſufferers, ſunk in the lethargy: of ſervitude, has con- 
firmed the governing portion of the people in a habit of domi- 
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and their lives. 


nation: This Habit, mixing with the antipathies of paſt 


times, and the irtitations of the moment, has impreſſed a 
ſtrange perſuaſion, that the rights of the plurality are Pro- 
teſtant property, and that the birth-right of millions, born 
and to be born, continue the ſpoils of war and booty of con- 
queſt. The perverſion of the underſtanding perverts the 
heart, and this Proteſtant aſcendancy, as it calls itſelf, unit- 


ing power with paſſion, and hating the Catholics becauſe it 


has injured them, on a bare inquiſitorial-ſyſpicion inſufficient 
to criminate an individual, would erafe a whole people from 


the roll of citizenſhip, and for the fins (if they were fins) 
of remote anceſtors would attaint their remoteſt poſterity. 
We have read, and read with horror, that Louis 11th, or- 


dered the children to be placed under the ſcaffold where the 
father was beheaded, that they might be ſprinkled with his 


biood.: =: = 


| It is, we think, by this unequal diſtribution of popular 
Privilege, that its very nature has, in this kingdom, been 
_ corrupted, and from'the moment that equality of rights was 
overturned, and general liberty became particular power, the 
public mind has been ſplit into a conflict of factions. Gene- 
ral diſtribution of the elective franchiſe would make corrup- 


tion impracticable, but when common right becomes the 


property of perſon, party or perſuaſion, it acquires a value 
equally unnatural and unconſtitutional; is bought and ſold; - 
. Tiſes or falls, like any marketable commodity... The depriva- 
tion of the eleQive franchiſe, on the one hand, robs a great 
majority of the nation of an invaluable bleſſing; and its accu- 


mulation in the hands of the Proteſtant portion, operates on 
that very portion as a curſe. The right of all, heaped up 
and hoarded by the few, becomes a public peſt, and the nutri- 


ment of the conſtitution is changed into its poiſon. The ini- 

quitous monopoly rots in boroughs, ſpreads its contagion 
thraugh counties; taints morals and manners; makes elec- _ 
tions mere fairs for the traffic of franchiſe and the ſale of men; 
in place of that nationality of mind which ſpreads its /p&ental 


embrace around a whole people, ſubſtitutes the enyious ex- 


cluding ſpirit of felfifh 6" and ſwelling, at length, 
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into monſtrous and gigantic aſcendancy, holds forth a Hun- 
dred thouſand hands to bribe and betray, and tramples with a 
kimdred thöuſand feet on thoſe miſerable: millions who have 
boſt their only guarantee againſt injuſtice and oppreſſion. 
Inſtructed by the Genius of the Conſtitution, and the ge- 
nuine Spirit of the Laws; inſtructed, of late, by alf that has 
been ſpoken, or written, or acted, or ſuffered in the cauſe 
of freedom; inſtructed by the late revolution in America, by 
the late revolution in Ireland, by the late revolution in France; 
hearing of all that has been done over the face of the globe 
for Liberty, and feeling all that can be ſuffered from the 
want of it, reading the charter of independance to Ireland, 
and liſtening tothe ſpirit-ftirring voice of her great deliverer; 
actuated, in fine, by that imperiſhable ſpark in the boſom of 
man which the ſervitude of a century may ſmother, but 
eannot extinguiſh, the Catholics of this country have been 
leſſoned into liberty, have learned to know their rights, to 
be ſenſible of their wrongs, and to detail by peaceful delega- 
tion, their grievances, rather than endure without obedience. 
You in either kingdoms, who reproach the Catholics of 
Ireland for aſſerting the rights of nature, burn your books, 
tear your charters, break down your free preſs, andcrumble 
to pieces thoſe moulds which have caſt liberty in ſo fair a form, 


as to make Catholics feel what Proteſtants have felt, and join 


their admiration and love with thoſe of a worſhipping world. 

This Society and many other Societies have aſſociated to 
create that union of power, and that brotherhood of affection 
among all the inhabitants of this Iſland, which is the intereſt 
as well as duty of all. We are all Iriſhmen, and our ob- 
ject is to unite the different deſcriptions of religion in the 
cauſe of our common country. From the moſt oppoſite points 
in the wide circumference of religions we tend with increaſing 
velocity to the ſame centre of political union. A reform in 
parliament preceding Catholic enfranchiſement would be in 
its nature partial and exclufive, and unleſs a reform immedi- 
_ ately follows that emancipation (which it will certainly do) 
the extenfion of eleQtive franchiſe, would only add to the 


._. maſs of corruption. The centre of our union is fixed and 


immoveable. The Preſbyterian withes for national freedom. 
The Catholic aſpires to nothing more; nor can either of 
them be brought to believe that thoſe varieties of religious 
faiths, which may be deemed the pleaſures of the Creator, 
ſhouſd be made the engines of political torture to any of his 
creatures. Too long have our people been et in array of 
battle againiſt each other; too long have the rancour and re- 
venge of our anceſtors been left as a legacy of blood to their 


4049. 0 


1 5 too long has one limb of the ſocial 2 been ned 


down, until it had nearly loſt all feeling, .lifs and energ 
| It is ourwiſh, it is our hope, to give Ireland the full and ret 


poſſeſſion of both her arms, her Catholic arm as well as her 


Þ Prot eſtant arm, that ſhe may the better embrace her Friends 


apple with her Foes. +» 


which having neither power nor patronage, but merely the 
energy of honeſty, has not only. been diſtinguiſhed by the ca- 


"--think are- the principles and pradiice _ our. ae | 


Jumnies:of thoſe who are born only to bite the heel, and be 


cruſhed under foot, but has been honoured by the obloquy of 
men who fill the ficſt offices in the ſtate. From them we ap- 


peal to natural right and eternal juſtice, which ought ever 


to be eſtabliſhed without compromiſe or reſervation, From 
them we appeal to thoſe who-call:themſelves Friends of the 


The period of Iriſh inſignificanceis paſſing faſt away. If. the 
nation ever appeared contemptible, it was becauſe the na- 
tion did not act; but no ſooner in the late war was it aban- 


N * 


union of ind: which ought to bind theſe nations together. 
Reciprocal intereſts and mutual wants will ever ſecure mutual 
affection; but were any other-union to be forced, and force 
only could effe &t it, you would endanger your liberties, and 
xe ſhould lofe our rights; you would feel the influence of 
the crown increaſe beyond all ſufferance, and we ſhould loſe 
the name and energies of a people, with every hope of raiſing 


neglected Alland &* for which God has done bes ne and 
| 1 fo _ | : 

a Signed by Order, | BR 
THOMAS WRIGHT, See. 
bau . 26th, 'S Aae N | | 


People. Look not upon Ireland with an eye of indifference. | 


doned by Government, than at roſe to diſtinction as a Peo- 
ple. As to any union between the Iflands, believe us when 
dee aſſert that our union reſts upon our mutual Independence. 0 
We ſhall love each other, i ve be left to ourſelves. It is the _. 


% 


to its merited ſtation in the map of mankind this noble and _ 


| 5 Wess 234, 1792. . 
s Ho the SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISH- 


1 IN DUBLIN, to the DELEGATES for promoting 


0 REFORM IN SCOTLAND. Ee, 1 


® . WILLIAM DRENMNAN, Chairman: 
: _ ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN, FRE 


W E take theliberty of addreſſing you, in the ſpirit of «vi 
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2 rejoice that the ſpirit of freedom moves over the fur- 
face of Scotland; that light ſeems to break from the chaos of 
her internal government; and that a country ſo reſpectable 
for her attainments in ſcience, in arts, and in arms; for 
men of literary eminence ; for the intelligenee and morality 
of her people, now acts from a conviction of the union be- 
- __ tweenvirtue, letters, and liberty: and, now riſes to diſtinc- 
„ tion, not by a calm, contented, ſecret wiſh for a Reform in 
Parliament, but by openly, actively, and urgently willing 
it, with the unity and energy of an embodied nation. We 
rejoice that you do not conſider yourſelves as merged ang 
melted down into another country, but that in this great na- 
tional queſtion, you are ſtill Scotland the land where 
Buchanan wrote, and Fletcher ſpoke, and Wallace fought. 
Away from us and from our children thoſe, puerile anti- 
- Pathies ſo unworthy of the manhood of nations, which inſu- 
late individuals as well as countries, and drive the citizen back 
to the ſavage, We eſteem and we reſpect you. We pay 
merited honour to a nation in general well educated, and well 
informed, becauſe we know that the ignorance of the people 
s the cauſe and effect of all civil and religious deſpotiſm. We 
Hhuoncur a nation regular in their lives, and ſtriQ in their man- 3 * 
ners, becauſe we conceive private morality to be the only ſe- | 
cure foundation of public policy. We honour a nation emi- 
nent for men of genius, and we truſt that they will now 
exert themſelves not ſo much in peruſing and penning the © 
Hiſtories of other countries, as in making their own a ſubject 
for the hiſtorian. May we venture to obſerve to them that 
mankind have been tco retroſpective; eanonized antiquity, < 
and undervalued themſelves. Man has repoſed on ruins, 
and reſted his head on ſome fragments of the temple of li- 
berty, or at moſt amuſed himſelf in pacing the meaſurement | . 
of the edifice, and nicely limiting its proportions; not re- | \ 
flecting that this temple. is truly Catholic, the ample earth 
its area, and the arch of heaven, its dome. © 
Wia will lay open to you our hearts. Our cauſe is your 
_ cauſe—lIf there is to be a ſtruggle between us, let it be which 
nation ſhall be foremoſt in the race of mind: let this be the 
noble animoſity kindled between us, who ſhall firſt attain that 
free conſtitution from which both are equidiſtant, who fF-all | 


* + 
. > 
, 
* 


* 
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firſt be the ſaviour of the empirmee .. 
The ſenſe of both countries with reſpe to the intolerabſe 
abuſes of the conſtitution has been clearly manifeſted, and - a 


| proves that our political ſituations are not diſſimilar; that 
our wrights and wrongs are the ſame. Out of 32 ccunties 
in Ireland, 29 petitioned for a Reform in Parliament: ad 
J JJ K oe TY 


K "x 2) 
dot of 58 of the royal Burghs in Scotland, 50 art ber 
à Reform in their internal ſtructure and Government. lt we 
de rightly informed, there is no ſüuch thing as popular e 
tion in Scotland. The people who ought to poſſeſs that 
weight in the popular ſcale; which might bind them to the 
ſoil, and make them cling to the conflitution, are now as 
N duſt in the ballance; blown abroad by the leaſt impulſe, and 
_ ſcattered through other i countries, merely becauſe they hang 
_ {fo looſely to their own. They have no ſhare in the national 
Frirn, and are aggrieved not only by irregular and illegal ex- 
=  aAionrof taxes; by miſrule 4nd miſmanagement of corpo- 
__ © "rations; by miſtonduQ of ſelf-eleQted and irreſponſible ma .- 
giſtrares ; ; by walte of public property; and by want of com- 
petent judicatures; but, in our opinion, moſt of all, by an 
_ inadequate Parliamentary repreſentation—for, we aſſert, 
that 45 Commoners and 16 Peers, are a pitiful repreſenta- | 
tion for two millions and a half of people; particularly as 
your Commoners conſider themſelves not as the reprefen- 
tatives of that people, but of the CUI of the Burghs wy 
whom they are eleQed, 
Excluſive charters in favour of 8 ieee tke 
„„ ͤð ü Tights of the people, and that act muſt be abſurd 
5 Which precludes all other towns from the power of being re- 
; ſtored to their ancient freedom. ] 
We remember that heretable juriſdi ctions and feudal pri- * 
vileges, though expreſsly reſerved by the act of union (20th 
art.) were ſet aſide by Act of Parliament in 1746, and we 
think that there is much ſtronger ground at preſent, fer re- 
S ſtoring to the maſs of the people, their alienated rights, and 
to the Conſtitution its ſpirit and its integrity. 
. Look now we pray, you upon IRELAND : Long was this 
\ unfortunate Iſland the prey of prejudiced factions and fere- 
\ . cious parties. The rights or rather duties of conqueſt were 
dreadfully abuſed, and the Catholic religion was made the 
perpetual pretext for ſubjecting the ſtate by annihilating the 
citizen, and deſtroying not the religious perſuaſion but the 
man; net popery, but the people, It was not till very lately 
that the part of the nation which is truly colonial, reffected 
that though their anceſtors had been victorious, they them 
ſelves were now included in the general ſubjection; fade. - 
only to be ſubdued, and trampled upon by Britain as a fer- 
SR vile deperidincy. When therefore: the Proteſtants began to 
dE; ſuffer what the Catholics had ſuffered and were ſuffering ; 
when from ſerving as the inſtruments they were-made them. 
rhe the © 5 of "Hg e . they became 
- | . conſeious 
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- conſcious they had a country: and they felt—an Ireland. 
They reſiſted Britiſh dominion, renounced colonial ſubſer- 


viency, and following the example of a Catholic Parliament 
zuſt a century before, they afferted the excluſive juriſdiction 


and legiſlative competency of this Iſland. A ſudden light 


from America ſhone through our priſon, Our Volunteers 


\aroſe. « The chains fall from our hands. We followed 
_ Grattan, the angel of our deliverance, and in 178 Ireland 
ceaſed to be a province and became a nation. But, with ; 
reaſon, {ſhould we deſpiſe and renounce this Revolution as 
merely a tranſient burſt through a bad habit; the ſudden 
graſp of neceſſity in deſpair, from tyranny in diſtreſs, did 
we not believe that the Revolution is {till in irain; that it is 
Tefs the ſingle and ſhining act of 82, than a ſeries of national 
improvements which that act uſhers in and announces; that 
It is only the herald of liberty and glory, of Catholic eman- 
_ cipation, as well as Proteſtant independence; that, in ſhort, 
this Revolution indicates new principles, foreruns new prac- . | 
ice, and Jays a foundation for advancing the whole people 
bigher in the ſcale of being, and diffuſing equal and perma- 


nent happineſs, | N 8 e 
\ Britiſh ſupremacy changed its aſpect, but its eſſence re- 


mained the ſame. Firſt it was force, and on the event of 


the late Revolution, it became influence; direct hoſtility 
Mifted into fyſtematic corruption, ſilently drawing off the 


virtue and vigour of the ifland, without thock or exploſton. 
Corruption that glides into every place, tempts every per- 
Fon, taints every principle, infects the political mind through 


all its relations and dependencies; ſo regardleſs of public 
- Y . N . = W . oy 

character as to ſet the higheſt honours to ſale, and to pur- 
chaſe Boroughs with tne price of ſuch proſtitution ; fo re- 
gardleſs.of private morality, as to legalize the licentiouſnefs 
of the loweſt and moſt pernicious gambling, and to extract 
2 calamitous revenue from the infatuation and ' intoxication 


of the people. | 


The Proteſtants of Ireland were now fenſible that nothing 


could countera ct this plan of debilitating policy, but a radical 


reform in the Houſe: of the People, and that without ſuch 


reform, the Revolution itſelf was nominal and deluſive. 
The wheel merely turned round, but it did not move for- 


ward, and they were as diſtant as eyer from the goal. They 


reſotved.—They convened. They met with arms. They 


met without tñem.— They petitiened. But all in vain— for, 


they were but a portion of the people. Then they looked 


around and beheld their Catholic countrymen. Three mil- 


non — e repeat it - three million taxed with out being re- 


To. preſented, ; 


. 


* 
— 


preſented, bound by laws to which they had not given con- 
fen, ard politically dead in their native land. The apathy of 


the Catholic mind changed into ſympathy, and that begot 


an energy of -ſentiment. and action. They had eyes, and 

they rogd. ars a { 

hearts, and they felt. They ſaid Give us our rights as 

Fou value your own. Give us a ſhare of civil and political 
err, the elective franchiſe, and the trial by juty. Treat 


us as men and we ſhall treat you as brothers. Is taxation 


without repreſentation a grievance to three millions acroſs the 


Atlantic, and no grievance to three millions at your doors ? uy 
Throw down that pale of perſecution which ſtill keeps up * 


civil war in Ireland, and make us one p®ple. '; We ſhall 


then ſtand, ſupporting and. ſupported, in the aſſertion of 


that liberty which is due to all, and which all ſhould anite 
to attain.” 1 . i „ <4 aha : 8 a 


It was juſt—and immediately a principle-of adheſion took 


place for the firſt time, among the inhabitants of Ireland. 


All religious perfuaſtons found in a political union their com- 
mon duty and their common ſalvation. In this SociEr r 


and its affiliated ſocieties, the Catholic and the Preſbyterian 

are at this inſtant holding out their hands and opening their 
hearts to each other, agreeing in principles, concurring in 
practice. We unite for immediate, ample, and ſubſtantial 


juſtice to the Catholics, and when that is attained, a com- 


| bined exertion for a reform in Parliament is the condition of 


dur compact, and the ſale of our communion. 


— 


uren daß ewe takes alarm. The haughty motopo 


liſts of national power and common right, who crouch abroad, 


to domineer at home, how look with more ſurpriſe and lefs 

contempt on this befotted” people. A new artifice is 
adopted, and that reſtleſs domination which, at firſt, ruled 
as open war, by the length of the ſword ; then, as covert 

corruption, by the ſtrength of the poiſon ;\ naw aſſumes the 


ſtile and title of Proteſtant Aſcendancy; calls down the name 


of religion from heaven to ſow diſcord on earth; ta fule by 
anarchy ; to keep up diftruſt and antipathy among parties, 
among perſuaſions, among families, nay to make the paſ- 


ſions of the individuals ſtruggle, like Cain and Abel, in the 
very home of the heart, and to convert every li'tle paltry 
neceſſity that accident, indolence, or extravagance. bring 


\ 


upon a man, into a pandar for the purchaſe of his honeſty 


and the murder of his reputation. 


We will not be the dupes of ſuch ignoble artifices: We ſee 


this ſcheme of ſtrengthening political penſecution and ſtate 


- Inquiſition, by. a freſh infuſion: of religious fanaticiſm but 


Ve 


* 


They had ears and they liſtened. They had 
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we will unite and we will be Free,  Univirſal Emancipation == 
will Repreſentative Legiſlature is the polar principle which 
guides our. Society and ſhall guide it through all the tumult 
of pay and fluctuations of parties. It is not/upon a coa- 
tion & oppoſition with miniſtry that we depend, but upon 


from each country digeſt a plan of reform, beſt adapted to 
| the ſituation and circumſtances of their reſpective nations, 
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2 coalition of Iriſhmen with Iriſhmen, and in that coalition 
one we find an object worthy of reform, and at the ſame 
the ſtrength and ſinew both to attain and ſecure it. It 


is not upon external circumſtances, upon the pledge of man 
or miniſter, we depend, but upon the internal energy of the 


Iriſſf Nation. We will not buy or borrow liberty. from Ame 
rica or from France, but manufacture it ourfelves, and work 


it up with thoſe materials which the hearts of Iriſhmen fur- 


niſh them with at home. We do not worſhip the Britiſh, 5 
far leſs the Iriſh Conſtitution, as ſent down from heaven, 
but we conſider at as human workmanſhip, | which man has - 


made and man can mend. An inalterable Conſtitution what- 


ever be its nature, muſt be deſpotiſm.. It is not the conſtitu. 
tion but the People which ought to be inviolable, and it is 
time to recognize and renovate. the rights of the Engliſh, the * 


Scotch, and the Iriſh Nations.—Rights which can neither be 
bought nor ſold, granted by charter, or foreſtalled by mono- 


poly, but which nature JiQates as the birth-right of all, and _ 


and to eſtabliſh. If Government has a ſincere regard for the y : 
fafety of the conſtitution, let them coincide with: the people | 


in the ſpeedy reform of its abuſes, and not by an obſtinate 


adherence to them, drive that people into Republicaniſm. 


We have told you what our ſituation was, what it is, 
what it ought to be: our end, a National Legiſlature; our 
means, an union of the whole people. Let this union ex- 


tend throughout the Empire. Let all unite for all, or each 


man ſuffer for all. In each country let the people aſſemble - 
in peacefiil and. conſtitutional Convention. Let delegates 7 


A 


and let the Legiſlatures be petitioned at once by the urgent 
and unanimous voice of England, Scotland, and Ireland. 

' You have our ideas. Anſwer us, and that quickly. This 
is not a time to procraſtinate, Your illuſtrious Fletcher has 
faid, that the liberties of a people are not to be ſecured, 
without paſſing through great difficulties, and no toil or la- 
bours ought to be declined to preſerve a nation from ſlavery. 
He ſpoke well : and we add, that it is incumbent on every 


nation who adventures into a conflict for freedom, to re- 


member it is on the event (however abſurdly) depends the 
„ | 1775 , fre eſtimation 


% 
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* national character, or if tat de ulrenoq mide, let the ſame, 


| Hear of th Nation OT . | We 


ic: as. 3. 
1 an R ono 


ur coking 


| " Hawn; 3 if. barn Abe ow oblivion. - Let: this © 


check the raſhneſs that ruſhes unadviſedly into the committal 


. eonſideration impel us all to advance with aQive not” paſſive 
. perſeverance, . with: manly confidence and: calm determina- 
tion, ſmiling with equal-ſcorn ab the bluſter of official aro- 
gande, and the whiſper of private malevolence; until We 


* planted the flag of . TRI 199 0 


once vi nous an ſeeure: „ eee e 
"UNITED. IRISHMEN/ 5 8 Naw - 5 ee. 
WILLIAM DRENNAN IN_ THE: HAIR. . 

To the Chairman LEE the e Fo: ee, 
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Tus Soli FIN 10 985 A ee « "at we do pro- 
ceed immedistely to effect a better organized and a more 


intimate unigh with the different Societies of United/Iriſh- 


men than has hitherto ſubſiſted. We ere alſo enjoined by 
2 ſubſequent, order to communicate all the: publications of 

is Body to the Confederated Societies. We ſhall-accord- 
x now and Henceforward tranſmit to you all ſuch papers 


oß any conſequence; and. we ſolicit the ſatisfa tion of your. : 
concurrence: to carry theſe reſolutions. into effect. | 
Oiur genera] principles and-motives of ation: are am- 85 
5 -ply. detailed in our circular letter and declaration: but as our 


ode eQs are of the firlt moment in life, the particular conduct 
thoſe Societies who co- operate with us, is of correſpon- 
dent impertanee, It appears to us, at this intereſting criſis, 
Incumbent on Patriotic aſſociations of virtuous and indepen- 
dent men to eſtabliſ frequent meetings, and a mutual com- 
munication of all their proceedings“ Well aſſured that a 


fund of good ſenſe and patriotiſm ſtill exiſts latent among So, 


it is our common! duty to call forth this valuable maſs into 
life. Silenice- now becomes criminal, and neutrality trea- 


ſonable. Ihe private advocate of Catholic emancipation 


and repr antzrive: legiſlature will be reckoned among our 
- Bnemies, and employed as the paſſtve inſtrument of their al- 
N We eee hold A ſtriQ1 ing peſt of — 
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| t invade the National Credit, an 5d arraign the National Cha- 


re muſt arreſt its progres, * 1 e at 
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word of Diſcord, that Motto of Fre 
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We cannot too ſir 


"© Saab the repeal of rongh or Aims ee „ Lark out: r * 
multitude; that the removal from power of this or that 


-/party,; can. only ſhift out poſition upon the Wheel of Foli- 


_ © tical Torture. Parties have changed, and Palliatives have 
been adminiſtered; but the Traffic of irt 

the Plunder of lriſh Property have been uniform and perma- 
nent. It becomes therefore our eſſential duty te direct the 
Eye of the People to the Polar Star of their political ſalvation 


Freedom, and 


a Repreſentative Legiſlature, - while th Echo of that abel. 

rtution, the 8 og 

.  Afcendancy, dies away through 7 orporations. \ __ 

- _ Finally, in reliance that you have adopted the Later 4 
our Teſt, we recommend it to ycur zeal to diffuſe its Spirit; 


© becauſe it engrafts the firſt duty of good Citizen upon the 


firſt duty of a good Chriſtian; uſe it is a practice ſub- 


verſtwe of bur Conſtitution, that thi King and the Lords 
ſhould vote in the Commons Houfe of Po Aidan” that the 
© _ - Maſs of the People ſhould be excluded from their inalienable 


Share in the Legiflature, not by the inſenſible abuſes of time, 


dot by an expreſs Law; and becauſe this excluſion eſta- 
bbliſhes, under the maſk of Freedom, a Syſtem! of Practical 
ES ee over the whole People. 


Preſoribing theſe Duties to Dufte we ſubmit en to 
our e and requeſt the favour of your correſ: 


. Fuer ge 0 od en Sir, with great Reſpect, 
oy : 1 4 Your. obedient humble Sram 
eee e e 4. HAMILTON ROW AN, Secretary. 
* — — — 


T0 THE VOLUNTEERS OF IRELAND. 


; —Pillian Drennan, Chairman... Arch. Hamilton e See. 


CITIZEN SOLDIERS, | 1 area 


hg Grſt 3 up arms to ont your: x ih fo 0 | 


reign enemies, and from domeſtic diſturbance. For the ſame 


E _ SOCIETY or UNITED TRISHMEN, ar Do LIN, | 
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. Purpoſes, it now becomes neceſſary. that you ſhould reſume © 


them. A Proclamation has been iſſued in England for embo- 
dyi ing the Militia, and a Proclamation has been iſſned by the 
Lord Lieutenant and Council in Ireland, for repreſſing all 
[editious aſſociations. In conſequence af both theſe Procla- 
mations, it is reaſonable to apprehend! danger from abroad, 


| and. danger at home. For whence but from 1 


danger ate thoſe menacing preparations for war drawn 
through the Street of this Capital; or whence, if not to 


Create that internal commotion which was not fand, to ſhake | 
5 ibat credit which THAN Hel to blaſt chat ger cd 
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nur Which was -Kltheito- 1 are tics terrible Tops | 
geſtions and rumours and whiſpers, that meet us at ever 


Corner, and, tate at leaſt our old men, bur women and 


children. hatever be the motive, or from Whatever 
quarter it 9 alarm has ariſen; and you, VOLUN= 
IEERS OF IRELAND, are therefore” ſummoned 7% 
Arms at the inſtance of Government, as well as By the re- 


= 5 1 : ſponſibility . attached 10 your character, and the Pers 


manent obligations of your inſtitution; We will not at 


5 this day, condeſcend to quote authorities for the rigu 


of having and of uſing arms, but we will cry aloud, even 


' > amidſt theſtorm raiſed by the Witchcraft of x proclafnation, 5 
That to your fermatim was owing the peace and protection 


of this! land, to your relaxation has been owing its relapſe 

| into im impotence and inſignificance, to your Prnoodtion muſt be 
: orig; its future freedom and its preſent-tranquillity.” You 
are therefore ſummoned to Arms, irf order to preſerve your 


country in that guarded quiet, which may ſecure it from 
external hoſtility), and to maintain that internal regimen 
throughout the land, which ſuperſeding a notorious Police 
or a ſuſpected Miktia, may Fe, *he' bleſſings of ne | 


| — vigilant preparation for wa. 

Citizen Soldiers, to arms! Take up ho ſhield 0 Free: 
0 8 dom, and the pledges of Peace, Peace, the motive and end 
of your virtuous inſtitution.— War, an occaſional duty, 
ought. never to be made an occupation. Every man ſhould 

become à Soldier in the defence of his righrs; no man ought to 
Continue a ſoldier for offending the rights of others. The 
Aiacrifice of life in the ſervice of our country is a duty much 


too honourable to/ be intrufted to mercenaries,” and at this 


time, when your country has by public authority been de- 
| clared in danger, e conjure you by your intereſt, your du- 


ty and your glory, to ſtand to yonr arms, and in ſpite of a 


Police, in ſpite of a Fencible Militia, in virtue of two Pro- 


clamations, to maintain good order in your vicinage and tran- 


quility in Ireland. —ltis only by the military array of men in 
whom they confide, whom they have been acenuſtomed to 


; 8 revere as the guardians of domeſtic peace, the proteCtors of 
their liberties and lives, that the preſent agitation of the peo- 


ple can be tilled, that tumult and licentiouſneſs can be re- 


preſſed, obedience. ſecufed to ex iſting law, and a calm con- 
fidence, diffuſed through the (public mind, in the ſpeedy 


reſutrection of a free conſtitution of Liberty and-of Egqua- 
li, words which we uſe for an en of e 
1 5 nnen and of ſaying, that, 


1 Liberty we never 0 antimited: Feten nor TY 
— by Equality the levelling of property, or the deſtruction of 
OIL e is a . eee that Runen 3 
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. Saks ng which 3 the King to the ein. 
and: «thi gag to the King, traduces one half of the-nation _ 


to:cajole the other, and by keeping up diſtruſt and diviſion - 


wiſhes to continue the proud 'arbitrators of the fortune an 


fate of Ireland.—Liberty is the exerciſe of all our righes na- 


tural and political, Tecuted to us and our poſtetity by a renl 
repreſentation of the people; — and equality is the extenſion 


of the aunſtituent, to the fulleſt dimenſions of the :conſtity- 


tion, of the elective franchiſe to the whole body of the pe- 


ple, to the end that government which is collective power, 


may be guided by collective will, and that legiſlation may 


| . from public reaſon, Reep peace with public im- | 


provement, and terminate in public ha If our con- 
ſtitution be imperfect, nothing but -a reform Th repreſenta- 
tion will rectify its abuſes; if it de perfect, nothing out . 
ſame Reform will perpetuate its bleſſings. ? 
We now addreſs you as Citizens, for to fie Citizens 


became Soldiers, nor can we help wiſhing that all Soldavs 


partaking the paſſions, and n of the people would re- 
member that they were once Citizens, that ſeduction made 
them Soldiers, — but nature made them Men.” We ad- 


dreſs you without any authority ſave that of reaſon, and if 


we obtain the coincidence of public opinion it is neither by 
foree nor ſtratagem, for we have no power to terrify, no 

 artifice to cajole, no fund to ſeduce Here we e eee 
mace or beadle, neither a myſtery nor a craft, nor a corpora- 


tion. In four words lies all our Power, - UNIVERSAL. 
EMANCIPATION and REFRESEN TA TIVE LEGISLA- 


TURE; yet we are confident that on the pivot of this principle, 


A convention, tif leſs, a fociety, leis ſtill. a ſingle man, 
will be able, firſt to move and then to raiſe the world. We, 
| therefore, wiſh for Catholic emancipation without any mo- 


in dification, but ſtill we conſider this neceflacy enfranchiſe- 


ment as e the portal to the Temple of National Free- 
dom. Wide as this entrance is, wide enough to admit three | 
millions, it is narrow, when compared to the capacity and 


- comprehenſion of our tbeloved principle, which takes in 
every. individual of the Iriſh: nation, caſts an equal eye over 
the whole Ifland, embraces all that think and feels for all that 
ſuffer. Fhe Catholic cauſe is ſubordinate to our cauſe, ay - 
included in it, ſor as. UNITED IRISHMEN, we adhere to 
no ſect, but to ſociety, to no cresd but Chriſtianity, to no 
„ but the whole people. In the ſincerity of our ſouls, 

f do. wa defire Catholic emancipation, but were.it obtained, 


to-morrow, to-morrow would we go on, as we do to-day in 


— * 


the purſuit of that reform which would ſtill be wanting to ra- . 


Wer liberties as well as gur own. 
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tion of the Proteſtant People: The . 
lic hody axe net jultified.in.com | cating. with een 
or even bodies of inferior authority, and t erefore an Allems 
bly ofa: ſimilar nature and 3 is ect) to eſtab⸗ 
lich an intercourſe of ſentiment, an 


the one part does not ſoon follow, and i is not foon connected 

with that on the other, the common cauſe will Tplit into the 
partial intereſt; the people will relax into inattention and i in- 
ertneſs z the union of affection and exertion will die 


and too probably ſome local inſurre tion, inſtigated . = 


malignity of our common. enemy, may commit the cha- 
racter, and riſque. the tranquility of the Iſland, which can 
be obvisted only by the influence of an aſſembly ariſing from, 
aſſimilated with the people,” and whoſe ſpirit may de as it 
Were knit with the foul of the nation, unleſs the ſenſe f 
the Proteſtant People, be, on their part, 28 fairly collected 
and as judiciouſly directed, unleſs individual exerrion conſo- 
Iidates into collective ſtrength, unleſs the particles unite into 

f mas, we may perhaps ſerve ſome perſon, or fome party for 

a jittle, but the public not at all: The nation is neither inſo- 


legt nor reheflious nor ſeditious; while it knows its rights it is 


unwilling. to manifeſt its powers; it would rather 8 
adminiſtration to anticipate revolution by a well timed re- 
form, and to ſave their country in mercy to themſelves. 
The r5th of February approaches, a day ever memorable 
ian the annals of this country as the birth- day of new Ireland 
Wet parochial meetings be held as ſoen as poſſible. Let 
each, Pariſh return delegates. Let the ſenſe of Uſſter. be. 
again declared from Dungannon on a day auſpicious to union, 


become the ſpirit of the Nation. The civil aſſembly 1 
| * claim the attendance. of the military aſſociations and we 
ve addreſſed you, Citizen Soldiers on this fubje ct, from 


© "0% the lief that your body, uniting conviction with zeal and 


ea with activity, may have much influence over your _ 
countrymen, your: relations and friends. We offer only a 
Þ =. outline to the public, and meaning to addreſs re- 


and, we preſume not at preſent to fill up the plan or 5 75 


occupy the mode of its execution. We have thought it our 
duty to ſpeak : anſwer. us by actions; you have taken time 
for conſideration. | Fourteen long years are elapſed fince the 
5 riſe of your aſſociations and in 1 78 2, did you imagine that 
in 1792 this nation would ſtill remain unrepreſented? How” 
many Nations in this interval have gotten the ſtart of Ireland 9 


. TP of our eee have ſi W into bythe Grave! 
: _ UNITED » 


* | * 2 


an united cauſe, and an united nation. If a chvention on es 
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